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dwelling, like the intelligence, in one unbroken intui-
tion of the whole, the world-soul moves from one
idea to another, though still keeping up their unity
with each other and overcoming or transcending the
distinctions and divisions which it produces. This
completes the Trinity of Plotinus, which, like that
which appears in the theology of Origen, is a Trinity
of subordination. But the process of descent still
goes on, and the world-soul in turn produces the
world of matter and change, into which individual
souls are conceived as falling when they assume a
mortal body.

In this material world, again, we find life showing
itself in a descending scale which reaches down to
plants and to inorganic things that have no life in
them, and therefore no farther power of production.
Yet even in relation to the inorganic also, Plotinus
maintains the same contrast of matter and form; for
he declares that in it, as in the higher degrees of
reality, what first comes into being is something
formless, and that this something receives a form by
turning to that which has produced it Only there is
this difference, that what is produced in this lowest
grade of being is no longer a kind of soul, but is
lifeless and indefinite. In other words, what is pro-
duced at this stage is primarily pure matter, which
becomes some kind of inorganic substance when ii;
receives a form from that which is above it. Thus